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Where they stand: Your guide to the candidates

Economy/taxes
Robust economic 
growth in the second 
half of 2003 may have 
begun to reverse the 
more than 2 million job 
losses since Bush took 
office; Bush won $1.35 
trillion in tax cuts for 
all income levels in 
2001 and more than 
$400 billion since in 
stimulus and tax-cut 
acceleration

$3,000 re-employment 
accounts to help the 
unemployed with job-search 
expenses; make recently 
passed temporary tax cuts 
permanent; ease business 
regulations, pursue more 
free-trade deals, increase 
domestic energy 
production, limit class-
action lawsuits and medical-
malpractice liability 

Repeal Bush tax cuts for 
those making more than 
$200,000 a year; no federal 
income tax to be paid by 
family of four making up to 
$50,000; tax cuts for families 
with children making up to 
$100,000; $40 billion, two-
year tax-rebate fund for 
states and localities

Repeal "every dime" of 
Bush’s tax cuts to free 
money for health care and 
other uses; $100 billion, 
two-year fund for domestic- 
security projects, schools 
and transportation and 
communications systems, 
plus additional $5 billion a 
year for domestic security

Eliminate Bush tax cuts for 
richest Americans; 10 
percent tax cut to companies 
that make products in U.S.; 
business-development funds 
for rural and urban areas; tax 
credit of up to $5,000 for 
first-time home buyers; cut 
federal work force by 10 
percent over 10 years, 
excluding defense and 
domestic-security personnel

Repeal Bush tax cuts for the 
wealthiest Americans; keep 
parts of the package for 
middle- and low-income 
people; spend on highways, 
school construction, 
pollution cleanup, energy 
projects and more to create 
3 million jobs in 500 days 

Repeal Bush tax cuts for 
wealthiest Americans but keep 
for married couples and lower-
income people

Repeal all the Bush tax cuts 
and introduce job-creation 
plan anchored by five-year, 
$250 billion program to fix 
transportation systems and 
beef up domestic security 

Environment/ 
energy
All candidates say they 
support more re-search 
and de-vel-op-ment in
al-ter-na-tive and
re-new-able en-er-gy 
sourc-es

Withdrew from Kyoto global-
warming treaty; reversed 
2000 campaign pledge to 
regulate industrial emissions 
of carbon dioxide; eased some 
rules to help older industrial 
plants and refineries expand 
without paying for added 
pollution controls, prompting 
court fights from states and 
cities; ordered pollution cuts 
from heavy-duty diesel 
engines and diesel fuel used 
in highway trucks and buses; 
sped up forest-thinning 
projects on public woodlands 

"Tough new limits" on 
power-plant emissions; 
reinstate a special tax on 
companies that generate the 
most toxic waste; inclined to 
oppose drilling in Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge 

Require 20 percent of 
electrical generation to 
come from renewable 
sources by 2020; 
strengthen Clean Air Act to 
cut power-plant emissions; 
increase average fuel- 
economy standard to 40 
mpg for cars, SUVs and 
minivans; resume talks on 
U.S. joining Kyoto treaty; 
support biological diversity 
and Law of the Sea treaties

Supports tougher clean-air 
and clean-water rules for 
farms and unspecified 
increase in fuel-efficiency 
standards for cars; no drilling 
in Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge; require "increased 
use" of renewable fuels for 
electricity 

No drilling in Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge; 
tougher fuel-efficiency 
standards for vehicles; goal 
of 20 percent of electricity 
from renewable or 
alternative sources by 2020; 
steer $20 billion from oil 
and gas royalties to 
development of cleaner 
energy; goal of 
independence from Middle 
East oil in 10 years

Supports Kyoto treaty; 
toughen pollution penalties; 
expand government 
ownership of utilities; 
double energy from 
renewable sources by 2010

Convert to renewable fuels 
"as rapidly as practical"; 
unspecified toughening of 
environmental laws; 
incentives to train and 
deploy experts in clean 
water and sanitation to 
needy parts of the world

Toughened standards for 
teachers, schools and student 
achievement; has lost the 
support of some Democrats, 
who say too little money has 
been spent; favors vouchers 
to help poor pupils attend 
private schools

More money to states to 
help pay for the 2002 
education overhaul; opposes 
vouchers  

No one to pay more than 
10 percent of their income 
toward loans after 
postsecondary graduation; 
provide $10,000 a year in 
federal aid for university  
or high-skills learning  

One year of free tuition at 
public universities and 
community colleges for 
students who agree to 10 
hours of community service 
a week; double federal 
spending on public-school 
teacher training; opposes 
vouchers for private schools 

$3.2 billion community- 
service plan for high-school 
students that would qualify 
them for the equivalent of 
their state’s four-year 
public-college tuition 

Free public-college 
education, to be paid for by 
repealing tax cuts to 
wealthiest people; spend a 
higher percentage of the 
federal budget on education 

Constitutional amendment 
to guarantee a high-quality 
education for all; opposes 
vouchers

Education

Signed nearly 80 percent 
expansion of farm subsidies 
in 2002 

Would examine corporate 
farm subsidies; unspecified 
additional tax credits and 
other aid for farmers

Prohibit meatpackers from 
owning livestock before 
slaughter to reduce 
corporate integration. 
Restrict federal payments 
to megafarms

Voted against ban on 
meatpacker ownership of 
livestock, now says he 
supports it, with states able 
to opt out in some cases;    
$1 billion plan to boost rural 
business; backed expansion 
of farm subsidies

Supports ban on 
meatpacker ownership of 
livestock. Supported 
increases in farm subsidies 

Opposed expansion of 
farm subsidies 

Says farm subsidies have 
benefited agribusiness at 
the expense of small 
farmers

Farming

Won passage of a 
prescription-drug benefit 
for older Americans that 
would subsidize costs for 
low-income patients and 
encourage private insurance 
companies to offer coverage 
for seniors willing to opt out 
of traditional Medicare; 
expand tax-free medical 
savings accounts; number of 
Americans without health 
insurance has risen during 
his presidency

Tax credits to subsidize 
insurance for children and 
young adults in low- and 
middle-income families; 
Americans without job-based 
insurance could enroll in 
system for federal employees 
and pay "fairly priced" 
premiums; additional help for 
poor workers, military 
reservists and veterans; 70 
percent tax credit to help 
cover people between jobs

Expand state health- 
insurance program for poor 
children to include kids from 
moderate-income families, 
young adults and the 
working poor; tax credits 
helping middle-income 
workers buy "affordable" 
coverage like that offered to 
federal employees, with 
extra insurance subsidies for 
small companies; federal 
government to pay 70 
percent of temporary 
insurance costs for people 
between jobs, with ex-
employers required to 
extend coverage for 
additional two months

Tax breaks for children’s 
coverage, with family of four 
earning less than $60,000 a 
year paying less than $370 a 
year for all their kids’ 
insurance; poorer working 
families paying about $110; 
infants to be enrolled at birth 
in government program or 
private insurance, or when 
they first go to doctor’s office 
or school; subsidies to help 
two-thirds of uninsured 
adults buy coverage; people 
age 55 to 65 could buy into 
Medicare;  70 percent 
subsidy for nonwealthy 
workers between jobs

Expand insurance system 
for federal employees to 
private citizens; unemployed 
would get 75 percent tax 
credit to help pay for 
insurance; tax credits for 
small businesses and 
employees for insurance; 
people age 55 to 64 could 
buy into federal employees' 
health plan at "affordable 
price"; government to help 
pay catastrophic medical 
costs when employers and 
insurance companies agree 
to hold down premiums; 
expand state health- 
insurance program for 
children

National health insurance 
providing single-payer 
universal health care

Amend the Constitution to 
enshrine the right to health 
care of equal quality for 
everyone

Health care
More than 40 million 
Americans have no
health insurance

Swift military victory in  
Iraq followed by violent 
aftermath and halting efforts 
at stabilizing new 
government; won 
congressional approval of 
$87 billion for continued 
military operations and aid 
in Iraq and Afghanistan 

Has spoken in favor and 
against the decision to go to 
war; says some intelligence 
and special-operations 
personnel searching Iraq  
for weapons of mass 
destruction should be 
redirected to hunt for 
Osama bin Laden 

Opposed war from the 
beginning 

Supported decision to go 
to war, opposed $87 
billion package for Iraq, 
Afghanistan 

Supported decision to go to 
war but now says he did so 
based on faulty U.S. 
intelligence; opposed $87 
billion package for Iraq and 
Afghanistan 

Opposed U.S. going to war 
and wants United Nations to 
take over in Iraq; "It is time 
to bring our troops home"

Opposes warWar in Iraq
All Democrats have
been critical of
Bush on postwar
security and
reconstruction

Supports liberalized trade; 
pursuing bilateral trade 
deals, including one for 
Western Hemisphere 

Supports liberalized trade; 
wants agreements that raise 
labor and environmental 
standards abroad but would 
not insist those standards be 
equal to those in the U.S.

Once favored North 
American and world trade 
pacts but now says trade 
deals should be revised to 
include tough labor, 
environmental and human- 
rights standards; wants to 
reopen or replace North 
American Free Trade 
Agreement

Voted to elevate China's 
trading status; says trade 
deals should include labor 
and environmental 
protections 

Supported North American 
and world trade agreements 
and elevated trade status 
with China; says trade 
agreements should have 
labor and environmental 
standards but U.S. cannot 
insist foreign standards rise 
to the level of those in the 
U.S.

Would withdraw U.S. from 
multilateral trade agreements 
and seek bilateral trade  
treaties conditioned on labor 
and environmental standards 
and human-rights protections 

Opposes North American 
Free Trade Agreement and 
says trade deals cannot 
ignore labor, environmental 
and human-rights 
conditions abroad

Trade

Supports abortion, only in 
cases of rape, incest, or when 
a woman's life is endangered; 
signed bill – now blocked in 
courts – banning a 
controversial late-term 
procedure in which a fetus is 
partially delivered before 
being aborted

Supports Supports; opposes ban on 
controversial late-term 
abortion; would choose 
judicial nominees who share 
his view of constitutional 
privacy protections, which 
include abortion rights

Supports; did not vote on ban 
on controversial late-term 
abortion on the two times it 
came up in 2003

Supports; would only 
nominate Supreme Court 
justices who support 
abortion rights; voted 
against ban on controversial 
late-term abortion

Supports; would only 
nominate Supreme Court 
justices who support 
abortion rights

SupportsAbortion rights

Supports Supports Supports for crimes such as 
terrorism, killing of police 
officers or young children 

Supports Opposes Opposes OpposesDeath penalty

Opposes gay marriage; has 
continued President 
Clinton's policy allowing 
gays to serve in military if 
they are not open about 
their sexuality 

Supports right to civil unions Signed first state law on 
same-sex civil unions 
giving gay couples rights to 
inherit property from each 
other, obtain child custody, 
control a partner's affairs 
upon death; opposes gay 
marriage 

Opposes same-sex marriages, 
supports domestic-partner 
benefits for same-sex couples 

Opposes gay marriage, 
supports right to civil 
unions 

Supports right to gay 
marriage and would seek 
federal law to protect civil 
unions from any abridgment 
by states if courts do not 
recognize those rights

Supports right to
gay marriage

Gay rights

Grant temporary legal status 
to millions of undocumented 
workers.

 "Create a temporary- 
worker program that 
funnels workers to 
employers who need them 
and protects workers from 
exploitation"

Illegal immigrants who 
"work hard, pay taxes and 
otherwise obey the rules" 
should be offered the right 
to become "full participants 
in our society"

Those who "work hard and 
are responsible; they have 
earned the right to be 
American citizens"

People who have been in the 
U.S. at least five years, paid 
taxes and "stayed out of 
trouble ought to be able to 
translate into an American 
citizen immediately"

Grant permanent legal status 
to illegal immigrants who 
have been in U.S. for at least 
five years; grant conditional 
legal status and work 
authorization to those who 
have been in U.S. less than 
five years and otherwise not 
broken laws 

No known positionImmigration

T H E  A S S O C I AT E D  P R E S S

Superdelegates consist of the entire Democratic National Committee (DNC), all Democratic members of the Senate and House, governors of states and territories, the mayor of Washington, 
D.C., and 21 party leaders, including former presidents, vice presidents and former DNC chairmen. Unlike pledged delegates, the 801 superdelegates can change their minds.
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