
September:  Jus tice De -
part ment files law suit 
against ma jor cig a rette 
man u fac tur ers,  the 
Coun cil for To bac co Re -
search and the To bac co 
In sti tute.

June:  Bush ad min is tra tion 
of fi cials say they are con -
sid er ing attempting to set -
tle  su it,  citing con cerns 
about the strength of the 
case. Health ad vo cates ac -
cuse the ad min is tra tion of 
un der cutting the case.

May:  Judge rules the 
Jus tice De part ment can 
seek $280 bil lio n as a 
remedy in its suit 
against cig a rette ma n u -
fac tur ers.  The in dus try 
has filed an ap peal of 
that ruling.

July:  Judge rules a 
pre vious set tle ment 
the in dus try reached 
with states does not 
pro tect the in dus try 
from the sep a rate,  
fed eral suit.

July:  Judge fines Phil ip 
Morris USA and its  
par ent com pa ny,   
Al tria Group,   
$2.8 mil lion for  
de let ing e-mails that 
may be rel e vant  
in the suit.

September:  Judge Gladys Kessler 
rules the gov ern ment can pursue 
rack e teer ing claims but rules the 
gov ern ment can not re cov er costs in -
curred from treat ing sick smok ers.

July:  Jus tice De part -
ment law yers at tend 
meet ing with in dus -
try at tor neys but no 
set tle ment is reached.

June:  Judge or ders a Brit ish to bac co com pa -
ny to turn over a memo the Justice De part -
ment wants to use as pos sible ev i dence. 
The memo is be lieved to touch on ev i dence 
de struc tion. That ruling is be ing ap pealed.

May:  Judge denies a mo -
tion by the to bac co com -
pa nies claim ing the suit 
was im prop erly brought 
under rack e teer ing laws.

A burning issue
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Prosecutors allege cigarette makers lied about the dangers of smoking,  the addictive nature of nicotine and their efforts to 
get kids to smoke. A look at major developments in the government•s $280 billion suit against the tobacco industry:
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