
Rebirth of a military germ

1953 
Adenovirus       
is discovered.

1953 - 1970
Adenovirus plagues military bases.

1971
Military 
doctors 
distribute 
adenovirus 
vaccine.

1972
Infection 
rates 
plummet.

1984
Wyeth requests 
$5 million to 
repair 
deteriorating 
manufacturing 
plant, warning 
it might stop 
production 
without it.

1985 - 1995
Wyeth 
repeatedly 
requests repair 
money.

1995                     

E. Vaccine 
inadvertently not 
given to recruits, 
linked to 
outbreak and 139 
hospitalizations 
at Fort Jackson, 
S.C. First warning 
sign of what 
might happen if 
the vaccine 
disappeared.

1996
Wyeth stops 
vaccine 
production.

1997 (March)
Military orders 
limited 
vaccinations  
only during  
winter   
months to 
conserve 
stockpiles. 

1997 (April)
A.  129 Marines infected 
with adenovirus at 
Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot, Calif.

1997
F. 266 recruits infected at 
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.

1997 (May-Dec.) 
E. Virus outbreak hits Fort 
Jackson, S.C., the largest 
Army basic-training center. 
More than 1,925 recruits 
infected.

1998 (April)
E. 786 infected at 
Fort Jackson, S.C.

1999
Last of 
vaccine 
is used.

1999 (Oct.)
B. Virus 
outbreak 
infects 
1,371 
cadets at 
Lackland 
Air Force 
Base, 
Texas.

2000 (Nov.)
Institute of Medicine concludes that
$14 million offered by Defense Department 
is insufficient to attract manufacturers.

2000 (April)
C. Adenovirus 
outbreak 
hospitalizes 127 
recruits at Fort 
Benning, Ga.; 
hundreds more 
are infected.

2004 (Jan-
March)
D. Record 
outbreak 
infects at 
least 75 
recruits at 
Marine Corps 
Parris Island.

2000 (July-Sept.)
H. At least 60 Coast 
Guard recruits infected 
at Cape May, N.J.

2000 (July, Sept.)
Deaths of two Navy recruits associated 
with adenovirus.

2000
Military research reveals at least 10 
percent of all recruits infected by virus. 
Military reports a 20-fold increase in 
the number of ill recruits forced to 
restart boot camp. 

2001 (Sept.)
Pentagon awards
$35.4 million contract 
to Barr Laboratories. 

2003/2004
Four more 
recruit deaths 
associated 
with 
adenovirus.

2004
New Barr 
production 
plant 
opens.

2007
Earliest 
possible 
finish
date.

2009
Projected 
delivery 
date.

2001 (Feb.)
Armed Forces 
Epidemiological 
Board calls efforts 
to obtain a new 
vaccine the "single 
greatest priority."

Source: Naval Health Research Center; Army Surgeon General’s Office; Army Medical Surveillance Monthly Report; Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 	MICHELE LEE MCMULLEN, KRISTOPHER LEE / THE SEATTLE TIMES

1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s

1997 (Sept.- May 1998)
G. 632 recruits infected at 
Great Lakes Naval Recruit 
Training Center, Ill.

Since 1996, eight military training centers have tested 
all recruits who show symptoms of the virus:

H.

Major outbreaks at boot camps

1,925

75

127 hospitalized;
many more infected

632

129

60

A.

B.

F.

G.

E.
D.

C.

A. Marine Corp Recruit Depot, Calif. 
B. Lackland Air Force Base, Texas 
C. Fort Benning, Ga.
D. Marine Corps Parris Island, S.C.
E. Fort Jackson, S.C. 
F. Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.
G. Great Lakes Naval Training Center, Ill.
H. Coast Guard Training Center Cape May, N.J.

1,371

People infected 266


