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SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON

FOR KING COUNTY
STATE OF WASHINGTON, ) CAUSE NO. 01-1-10270-9 SEA
PLAINTIFF, )
VS. )
) STATEMENT OF DEFENDANT
GARY LEON RIDGWAY, ) 'ON PLEA OF GUILTY
DEFENDANT, ) i
)

R

(@)

®

My true name is:  Gary Leon Ridgway.

My age is 54. My date of birth is February 18, 1949,

I went through the 12 grade. _

I HAVE BEEN INFORMED AND FULLY UNDERSTAND THAT:

I'have the right to representation by a lawyer and that if I cannot afford to pay for a
lawyer, one will be provided at no expense to me. I am represented in the above
matter by my attorneys Tony Savage, Mark W. Prothero, Todd Gruenhagen, Eric
Lindell, Dave Roberson, Michelle Shaw, Fred Leatherman and Suzanne Lee Elliot.

I'am charged with 48 counts of the crime of Aggravated Murder in the First Degree.
The elements of the crimes are set forth in the Second Amended Information, which is
incorporated by reference and which I have reviewed with my lawyers.

I'UNDERSTAND I HAVE THE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT RIGHTS, AND I GIVE
THEM ALL UP BY PLEADING GUILTY: '

(@
(b)

The right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury in the county where the
crime is alleged to have been committed;

The right to remajn silent before and during trial, and the right to refuse to testify
against myself;
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®

The right at trial to hear and question the witnesses who testify against me; [ﬁi@

The right at trial to testify and to have witnesses testify for me. These witnesses can
be made to appear at no expense to me; M]

I'am presumed innocent unless the charge is proven beyond a reasonable doubt or I
enter a plea of guilty; [”i@ ]

The right to appeal a finding of guilt after a trial; [M

I'have entered into a Plea Agreement with the King County Prosecuting Attorney,
which is attached to this document. Under sections 11, 12 and 13 of that Agreement I
have waived any rights to appeal directly or indirectly or through collateral attack, any
aspect of my pleas of guilty, and any aspect of the sentence resulting from any of
them. Thereby reaffirm that provision and waive these rights. [ﬂiﬁ]

6. IN CONSIDERING THE CONSEQUENCES OF MY GUILTY PLEA, I
UNDERSTAND THAT:
(a) The crimes with which I am charged carries a maximum sentence and fine of:
COUNT { OFFENDER | STANDARD RANGE ACTUAL { PLUS TOTAL ACTUAL COMMUNITY CUSTODY RANGE (Only MAXIMUM TERM AND FINE
NO. SCORE CONFINEMENT (not including Enhancem. | CONFINEMENT (standard applicable for crimes committed on or after
enhancements) * range including enhancements) July 1, 2000. For crimes committed prior to
July 1, 2000, see paragraph 6(f))
1-47 | N/A N/A N/A | Life Imprisonment N/A Life Imprisonment
' without the w/o the possibility
possibility of early of early release or
release or parole ‘ parole and/or a
$50,000 fine
48 N/A N/A N/A | Life Imprisonment | N/A Life Imprisonment

*(F) Firearm, (D) other deadly weapon, (V) VUCSA in protected zone, (VH) Veh. Hom, See RCW 46.61.520, (JP) Juvenile present

(b)

©

@

The standard sentence range is based on the crime charged and my criminal history.
Criminal history includes prior convictions and juvenile adjudications or convictions,
whether in this state, in federal court, or elsewhere.

The crimes to which I am pleading guilty do not carry a Standard Range sentence. I
understand that the only penalty which the Court may impose for counts 1 through 47
to which I am pleading guilty is life imprisonment without the possibility of early
release or parole. Count 48 carries a minimum sentence of Life Imprisonment.

The Prosecuting Attorney's statement of my criminal history is attached to this
agreement. Unless I have attached a different statement, I agree that the Prosecuting
Attorney's statement is correct and complete. If I have attached my own statement, 1
assert that it is correct and complete. If I am convicted of any additional crimes

between now and the time I am sentenced, I am obligated to tell the sentencing J udge
about those convictions.

I'understand that I may not seek to withdraw the pleas of guilty that I am entering,
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even if charges are subsequently filed in any county or state or federal jurisdiction
or elsewhere, whether or not a death penalty is sought in any of those cases.
However, I understand that the King County Prosecuting Attorney, pursuant to the
Plea Agreement in this case, may not seek a sentence of death in the murders that I
have admitted committing in King County before sentencing in this matter and to
which I am willing to plead guilty.

In addition to sentencing me to confinement, the Judge will order me to pay $500 as a
victim's compensation fund assessment pursuant to RCW 7.68.035 The Judge will
order me to make restitution, pursuant to either former RCW 9.94A.140, 9.94A.750
and 9.94A.753, unless extraordinary circumstances exist which make restitution
inappropriate. The amount of restitution may be up to double my gain or double the
victims’ loss. The Judge may also order that I pay a fine, pursuant to RCW
9.94A.550, of up to $50,000 per count, court costs, attorney fees and the costs of
incarceration pursuant to RCW 10.01.160.

OFfeCHOnS ana - Winnave-restictions-anarequirements-pracea-upon-me (If ot
applicable, this paragraph should be stricken by the Defendant and the Jud. eﬁ‘l@, _ I

[If not applicable, this paragfaph should be
stricken by the Defendant and the Judge M 1

OFFENSE-TYPE COMMUNITY-CUSTODY RANGE
Serious Violent O 41048 . : odof l
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applicable,this paragraph should be stricken by the Defendantan’d the Judge.
& __1
® The Prosecuting Attorney will make the following recommendation to the Judge:

Life Imprisonment without the possibility of early release or parole on each count, to
run consecutive to each other; payment of restitution; the Victim Penalty Assessment;
and all other fines, costs and financial legal obligations as determined by the Court.

" The prosecutor also will recommend as stated in the plea agreement, which is
incorporated by reference.

(h) T'understand that, for counts 1 through 47 to which I am pleading guilty, the Judge
must sentence me to life in prison without the possibility of early release or parole. I
understand that for count 48, the Judge must sentence me to life imprisonment.

- (1) If I am not a citizen of the United States, a plea of guilty to an offense punishable as a
crime under state law is grounds for deportation, exclusion from admission to the
United States, or denial of naturalization pursuant to the laws of the United States.

) [understand that I may not possess, own, or have under my control any firearm unless
my right to do so is restored by a court of record and that I must immediately surrender
any concealed pistol license pursuant to RCW 9.41.040.

&) Public assistance will be suspended during any period of imprisonment.

O Tunderstand that I will be required to have a biological sample collected for purposes
of DNA identification analysis pursuant to RCW 43.43.754. For offenses committed
on or after July 1, 2002, I will be required to pay a $100 DNA collection fee.

NOTIFICATION RELATIN GlTO SPECIFIC CRIMES: IF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING

PARAGRAPHS DO NOT APPLY, THEY SHOULD BE STRICKEN AND INITIALED BY THE
DEFENDANT AND THE JUDGE.

[m] This offense is a most serious offense or strike as defined by RCW 9.94A.030, and if [
have at least two prior convictions for most serious offenses, whether in this state, in
federal court, or elsewhere, the crime for which I am charged carries a mandatory
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sentence of life imprisonment without the possibility of parole. If I am found to be a
Persistent Offender, the Court must impose the mandatory Sentence of life
imprisonment without the possibility of early release of any kind. RCW 9.94A.570.

eeeupa&eﬂa«l—tr&mmg— [ not apphcable thls paragraph should be stncken by the
Defendant and the Judge ﬁ 1

féﬁh—m—the—@ffeﬂdeFRegrs‘&aHeﬂ—Aﬁaehmeﬂt— [If not apphcable th1s paragraph
should be stricken by the Defendant and the Judgem 1

pfegam—apprevedaﬂder—RGW—ZééO—lég— If not apphcable thls paragraph should be
stricken by the Defendant and the Judge 1

VrUS: [If not apphcable thls paragraph should be strlcken by the Defendant and the
Judge M 1

fbr—wh&eh—l—am—pleadmg—gm-kyh [If not apphcable th1s paragraph should be stncken by
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the Defendant and the Judge R, 1.

fine-0£-$3;000.00-will be-assessed—RCW-69-50-40 Ha)(1)Gi)- [If not applicable, this
paragraph should be stricken by the Defendant and the Judge m 1

-1-99-1—{6—&*}&%4—!}-&&&862& [If not appllcable this paragraph should be stncken by
the Defendant and the Judge YR,

1

i i If
not apphcable thls paragraph should be stncken by the Defendant and the Judge éj@
G

x] The crime of Aggravated Murder in the First Degree has a mandatory minimum
sentence of Life Imprisonment without the possibility of early release or parole. The
law does not allow any reduction of this sentence. This mandatory minimum
sentence 1s not the same as the mandatory sentence of life imprisonment without the
possibility of parole described in paragraph 6[m] under RCW 9.94A.570. The crime
of Murder in the First Degree carries with it a penalty of Life Imprisonment.

[v] I am being sentenced for two or more serious violent offenses arising from separate
and distinct criminal conduct and the sentences imposed on counts 1 through 48 will
run consecutively unless the Judge finds substantial and compelling reasons to do
otherwise.

ents: [If not applicable,
ﬂ(i — I

Hﬂlawﬁ%l—pessessed— [If not apphcable thlS paragraph should be stncken by the
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Defendant and the Judge‘h@ 1

: - 408290 [If not applicable, this paragraph
should be stricken by the Defendant and the Judge ﬁ@, 1

7. I plead guilty to counts 1 through 48 in the Second Amended Information. Ihave received a
copy of that Information and carefully reviewed it with my lawyers.

8. I make this plea freely and voluntarily. [B 34

9. No one has threatened harm of any kind to me or to any other person to cause me to make this

plea. [HIR

10. No person has made promises of any kind to cause me to enter this plea except as set forth in
this statement. [ﬁié.

11. - The Judge has asked me to state what I did in my own words that makes me guilty of these
crimes. This is my statement:

I killed the forty-eight (48) women listed in the State’s second amended information.

In most cases, when I murdered these women, I did not know their names. Most of the time, I killed
them the first time I met them and I do not have a good memory for their faces. I killed so many
women I have a hard time keeping them straight.

I have reviewed information and discovery about each of the murders with my attorneys, and I am
positive that I killed each one of the women charged in the Second Amended Information. I killed
them all in King County. Ikilled most of them in my house near Military Road, and I killed a lot of
them in my truck, not far from where I picked them up. Ikilled some of them outside. I remember
leaving each woman’s body in the place where she was found.

I'have discussed with my attorneys the “common scheme or plan” aggravating circumstance charged
in all these murders. I agree that each of the murders I committed was part of a “common scheme or
plan.” The plan was: I wanted to kill as many women I thought were prostitutes as I possibly could.

I picked prostitutes as my victims because I hate most prostitutes and I did not want to pay them for

sex. lalso picked prostitutes as victims because they were easy to pick up without being noticed. I

knew they would not be reported missing right away, and might never be reported missing. I picked
prostitutes because I thought I could kill as many of them as I wanted without getting caught.

Another part of my plan was where I put the bodies of these women. Most of the time I took the
women’s jewelry and their clothes to get rid of any evidence and make them harder to identify. I
placed most of the bodies in groups which I call “clusters.” Idid this because I wanted to keep track
of all the women I killed. I liked to drive by the “clusters” around the county and think about the
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