Dissecting the VVASL

The Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) combines multiple-choice questions with those that require short and extended answers. The test is untimed, and students

may take up as much space as they like for their responses. The reading and writing section of the test will be given this week; the math and science segments will be administered

in April. For a sample test and other information about the WASL, go to the state Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction’s new test-related Web site, www.wasl2006.org.

Reading

GENERAL GOAL The goal of the 10th-grade reading test is to determine if students

can read, comprehend, interpret and think critically about fiction and nonfiction text.

To demonstrate their competency on extended- and
short-answer responses, students must be able to:

* Write a brief summary of a text.

 Take a position regarding a text; support it with evidence from the text,
and explain how the evidence supports their position.

e Compare and contrast information across two texts.
¢ See how information connects within or between texts.

* Recognize and interpret literary devices, such as metaphors.
SCORING Reading passages are taken from actual published works,
including magazine articles, poems and books. Students are not marked down

for spelling errors or grammar usage in their answers; those are scored in writing,
but not reading.

Reading questions are scored as 1 point for multiple-choice;
2 points for short-answer; 4 points for extended response.

The following example is for a short-answer question.
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SAMPLE QUESTION >

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

“Katherine Dunham’s accomplishments were due
as much to her hard work as to her creativity.”

Use two details from the selection to support your response.

The goal of this reading question is to see if the student knows how to take
a position with regard to the text, and support it with at least two details,
worth 1 point each, from the selection about an African-American female
sociologist who brings Caribbean and African dance to the stage.

ANSWERS AND SCORES >
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Score

0 out of 2

This response, though lengthy, is full of generalizations with-
out text-based details.

0 - No details to support agreement.
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Score

2 out of 2

This is a good response that is complete and includes solid text-
based support for the claim.

-“Studying anthropology” and
2 -“Going to Africa for years to study the ways they danced to bring it
to America.”
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Score

2 out of 2

This response also receives the 2 possible points because,
despite the lack of focus on spelling, grammar and writing, the
student includes the two text-based details.
1 -“Work hard to reopen her school when it close.”

-“She went to college.”

Source: This graphic shows actual questions and responses from the 2002 reading and 2005 writing test.
Cathy Taylor of the University of Washington helped explain the scoring.

For more sample questions and answers, see www.k12.wa.us/curriculuminstruct/writing/annotations/
10gradAnnotations.aspx and www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/testquestion/2002/Gr10LRWrevised.pdf

Writing
GENERAL GOAL The goal of the 10th-grade writing test is to demonstrate careful and analytical

thinking as well as correct spelling, punctuation, capitalization and sentence structure. Students must
also be able to write to persuade and to inform. Students may use a dictionary and thesaurus.

SCORING Students receive one score for their content and style and another for spelling, grammar
and punctuation.

Content and style scoring

4 points - Maintains focus on topic and includes relevant details; has logical organization and feels
complete; transitions clearly connect ideas; uses engaging and appropriate words; sentences

and phrases vary in length and structure; reader gets a sense of the person behind the writing.

3 - Focuses on topic with adequate supporting details; logically organized and is mostly complete;
adequate transitions; adequate use of language; sentences and phrases somewhat varied;

reader gets some sense of the writer.

2 - Inconsistent focus with some details, but may include loosely related material; attempt at
organization, without sense of completeness; weak or inconsistent transitions; limited variety

of sentences; attempts to give a sense of the writer.

1 - Little to no focus with few details that may confuse the meaning of the text; little evidence of
organization or completeness; poor transitions; little to no sentence variety; little sense of the writer.
0 - Response of “I don’t know,” “?,” or a one-word answer.

Conventions scoring

2 points - Consistently follows the rules of standard English for usage, spelling of common words,
capitalization, punctuation; uses complete sentences except where purposeful phrases are used for effect;
paragraphs indicated consistently.

1 - Generally follows the above.

0 - Mostly does not follow conventions.

SAMPLE WRITING TASK >

If you could be any age, what age would you be?

“Write a multiple-paragraph essay for your teacher identifying the age
you would be and explaining why you would choose this age.”

Students must focus on a main idea; have well-chosen supporting details; a logical structure;
use transitions; a discernible voice; and an introduction and a conclusion.

Students may receive up to 4 points for content, organization and style and 2 points for spelling, gram-
mar, capitalization and use of paragraphs.

RESPONSES AND SCORES >
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