Solving the VWASL

The math portion of the WASL is composed of multiple-choice questions and word problems, which require both short and extended
responses. Tools (including calculators, compasses and rulers) are allowed during the first day of testing but not the second, when they
could prevent the student from demonstrating a skill or mastery of a concept.

Ge ne I"al g Oal The aim of the WASL is to test students’ proficiency in the following:

¢ mathematical communication skills

¢ the ability to make connections within mathematics
and between mathematics and the real world
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* basic mathematical concepts and procedures
* the processes used to solve mathematical problems
¢ the thinking skills needed to solve various problems
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MULTIPLE CHOICE > €6 What was the median amount of monthly precipitation in Dalton during 1996?”

WORTH 1 POINT EACH, these

quespoqs require the simple Monthly Precipitation in Dalton During 1996
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SHORT ANSWER >

WORTH 2 POINTS,
these questions test the student’s ability to apply simple mathemati-
cal concepts and procedures, mathematical communication skills

“Mr. Landsing has a square garden that is completely surrounded by an old, rickety fence.
He plans to tear down the old fence and make his new square garden 4 times the area of his
old garden. If the old fence has total length of 80 ft., how long will the new fence be?”

and problem-solving and mathematical reasoning. Unless directed to
explain their answer in words, students may use graphics, diagrams,
equations or any other valid representation to show their work
solving problems.

ANSWERS AND SCORES >
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Tell the total length of the new fence and the area of the new garden.
Show your work using words, numbers and/or diagrams.”
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“Brieﬂy describe the changes that took place
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EXTENDED RESPONSE for one group durlng the entire time perlod ShOVVIl! » Statistics from the Department of Motor Vehicles (1955-1983)
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ANSWERS AND SCORES >
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Score

1 outof 4

The response shows
minimal understanding
of extracting, inter-
preting and describing
information from a
graph. The first part of
the response is too
general and incomplete
and the student
incorrectly states,
“there became less
drivers through 1969

- 1983” in the second
part, so more credit

is not possible.

2

TEcensed Arivers, in 1969, washigher
Hhan thet & regiciered vehides, But, they,
sine e rate of i éjse fov r@g:“s%cr@d,
Vehicles (4/AS h{i;}hek than Hhatd hensed.
i verS,the 4 of veqi St veh sun Swpasdl
He. # of e nsed atWU-erSTﬁe time penod of
¥ becpvse !

N
Qud 10 1471 showed Whe d/tahq\?ﬂ of 1 1e.

kY

UWeorsed NS~
dncers Thvtghn 3% -1983,

R 0((5& enccy eniehem-thong 1ene

More ehiclol rcr@%ﬁr_r‘\ toan thong

LOENe {:»_t:(‘p@ﬁ tx‘x/ll-i‘@f"&ﬁ& ’[“M‘C‘L%h

b i

Source: This graphic shows actual questions and responses from the 2005 math practice test. Scores are explained in the green boxes with assistance from Catherine Taylor of the University of Washington, who helped design the test.

For more sample questions and answers, see www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/Mathematics/default.aspx

Score

4 out of 4

This response shows
a complete under-
standing of extract-
ing and interpreting
information from

a graph. Specific
groups and dates are
identified in the first
section and accurate
descriptions and
details (two groups,
time period and
correct relationship
during the stated
period) are offered
in the second part,
earning the student
full credit.
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