The City of Seattle vs. The Professional Basketball Club Tim Ceis

April 28, 2008

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON
AT SEATTLE

CLUB,

THE CITY OF SEATTLE, a
first-class charter city,

vsS.
THE PROFESSIONAL BASKETBALL

liability company,

Plaintiff,

No. C07-1620 MJP

LLC, an Oklahoma limited

Defendant.

Excerpt of Deposition Upon Oral Examination
of

TIM CEIS

Taken at 1000 Second Avenue, Suite 3800
Seattle, Washington

DATE: ~pril 28, 2008
REPORTED BY: Brigid M. Donovan, RPR, CCR
CCR NO.: 2070

STARKOVICH REPORTING SERVICES

(206) 323-0919

STARKOVICH REPORTING SERVICES
200.323.0919

89f8b466-7ba34e78-8dc5-45519¢6be949



The City of Seattle vs. The Professional Basketball Club Tim Ceis April 28, 2008
Page 17
APPEARANCES 407 Email to Matt Griffin, Mike 92
McGavick, Wally Walker and
L. Gerry Johnson from Slade
For the Plaintiff: Gordon dated 12/18/2007
GREGORY C. NARVER
: ' 408 Email to Steve Ballmer from 106
City Attorney's Office Matt Griffin dated 12/24/2007
600 Fourth Avenue, 4th Floor 409 A city with no Sonics: How 112
P.O. Box 94769 life will change if NBA leaves
H - Seattle dated May 28, 2007
Seattle, Washlngton 98124-4769 410 Email String between Steve 115
Ballmer, Matt Griffin, Wally
For the Defendant: Walker and Slade Gordon dated
PAUL R. TAYLOR and STEVEN C. MINSON 10/17-18/2007
Bymes & Keller, LLP 411 Email to Tim Ceis from Matt 121
38th Floor Griffin dated 11/22/2007
1000 Second Avenue 412 Email to Steve Ballmer from 124
. Matt Griffin dated 11/25/2007
Seattle, Washington 98104
413 Key Arena Meeting - December 130
Also Present: Erik Williams, Videographer ) ) -
414 Email to Melinda Williams from 131
Matt Griffin dated 12/17/2007
--000-- 415 Business Issues Discussion 133
with Tim & Dwight on 12/27/07
416 Email String between Joel 147
Litvin and Tim Ceis dated 1/7
& 10/2008
417 Email from Mike McGavick 151
418 Email to Steve Ballmer from 155
Matt Griffin dated 1/28/2008
419 Email to Matt Griffin from 158
Gerry Johnson dated 2/21/2008
420 Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 171
Sonics stalemate requires a
Stern approach dated August
23, 2007
STARKOVICH REPORTING SERVICES STARKOVICH REPORTING SERVICES
(206) 323-0919 (206) 323-0919
Page 18

INDEX

EXAMINATIONBY:
Mr. Taylor 7
--000--

Page

EXHIBITS FOR IDENTIFICATION:

Number Page

400 Confidentiality Agreement

401 Email String between Brian 11
Robinson and Tim Ceis dated
10/26-39/2007, 11/19/2007 and
12/21/2007

402 Email String between Matt 22
Griffin, Slade Gordon, Melinda
Williams, Mike McGavick, Wally
Walker and Gerry Johnson dated
1/29/2008

403 Email to Wally Walker from 33
Matt Griffin dated 1/11/2008

404 Email String between Steve 36
Ballmer, Matt Griffin, Slade
Gordon and Mike McGavick dated
10/7 & 16/2007

405 The Sonics Challenge Why A 61
Poisoned Well Affords A Unique
Opportunity

406 Email String between Matt 91
Griffin, Wally Walker, Slade
Gordon and Mike McGavick dated
10/31/2007 & 11/1/2007

STARKOVICH REPORTING SER VICES
(206) 323-0919

421 Ceis Interview 2/20/2008

422 Email String between Gerry
Johnson and Terry McLaughlin
dated 5/17/2006

423 National Basketball

Association Combined Financial
Statements of NBA Member Teams

2005-06 Season

424 Email String between Matt
Griffin, Gerry Johnson and Tim
Ceis dated 2/26/2008

425 Email String between Matt
Griffin, Melinda Williams,

Wally Walker, Slade Gordon and

Gerry Johnson dated 2/27/2008

426 Email String between Matt
Griffin, John Stanton, Gerry
Johnson and Melinda Williams
dated 3/3/2008

427 Email to Gerry Johnson from
Chris Van Dyk dated 3/19/2008

428 Email to Steve Ballmer from
Matt Griffin dated 3/3/2008

429 Email to Steve Ballmer from
Matt Griffin dated 2/24/2008

430 Email to Steve Ballmer from
Matt Griffin dated 12/16/2007

--000--

STARKOVICH REPORTING SERVICES

(206) 323-0919

175
177

183

183

184

185

186

189

193

194

2 (Pages 2 to 18)

STARKOVICH REPORTING SERVICES
200.323.0919

89f8b466-7ba34e78-8dc5-45519¢6be949



The City of Seattle vs. The Professional Basketball Club Tim Ceis April 28, 2008
Page 6 Page 8
1 SEATTLE, WASHINGTON; MONDAY, APRIL 28,2008 1  October, right?
2 9:04 am. 2 A Yes.
3 --000-- 3 Q Did you ever disclose that meeting to
4 4 Mr. Robinson?
5 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Good morning. This is 5 A Idon'trecall.
6 the videotaped deposition of Tim Ceis, tape one, volume 6 Q Do you recall -- let me ask you.
7 one, in the case of City of Seattle versus The 7 (Exhibit 400 marked for
8 Professional Basketball Club, case number C07-1620 MJP 8 identification.)
9  in the United States District Court, Western District of 9 Q Exhibit 400. Is your signature there on the
10 Washington at Seattle. Today's date is April 28, 2008, 10 second page?
11 and the time on the video monitor reads 9:04 a.m. This 11 A On this copy I don't see my signature. [ am
12 deposition is being taken at 1000 Second Avenue, 12 sorry.
13 Seattle, Washington 91804, and was noticed by Paul 13 Q There are a couple of signatures down there at
14 Taylor. The videographer is Erik Williams for 14 the bottom. I can't read those. Do you know whose
15 Starkovich Reporting Services, PO Box 22884, Seattle, 15 those are?
16 Washington 98122, phone number (206)323-0919. The court | 16 A Tdon't. They may be -- but I don't see my
17 reporter is Brigid Donovan also for Starkovich Reporting 17 signature on this copy.
18 Services. Would counsel please voice identity 18 Q Allright. Do you recall signing this?
19 themselves and state whom they represent. 19 A 1do recall the confidentiality agreement and
20 MR. TAYLOR: Paul Taylor for the PBC. 20 1 dorecall that we signed it, yes.
21 MR. MINSON: Steve Minson for the PBC. 21 Q Okay. Go to the bottom of the first page, the
22 MR. NARVER: Greg Narver, Seattle City 22 last paragraph, the parties and all other persons. Do
23 Attorney's office. 23 you see that?
24 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Thank you. Would the 24 A Yes.
25 court reporter please swear in the witness. 25 () Okay. You agreed not to disclose to any third
Page 7 Page 9
1 1 party the fact of the meeting. Do you see that?
2 TIM CEIS, deponent herein, having been 2 A Uh-huh.
3 first duly sworn on oath, was 3 Q You going to have to say yes or no. Otherwise
4 examined and testified as 4 the court reporter --
5 follows: 5 A TI'msorry. Yes, I do.
6 6 Q What did that mean to you?
7 EXAMINATION 7 MR. NARVER: Object to the form. Calls
8 BY MR. TAYLOR 8 for alegal conclusion.
9 Q Good morning, Mr. Ceis. Do you know Brian 9 Q When you signed it what did you understand you
10 Robinson? 10 were obliging yourself to do?
11 A Yes. 11 MR. NARVER: Same objection.
12 Q How do you know Mr. Robinson? 12 Q Go ahead.
13 A T know him through Save Our Sonics. 13 A Thank you. That we were keeping the meeting
14 Q And what is that? 14 1in confidence, that the substance of the meeting and the
15 A It's an organization of citizens, fans that 15 meeting was in confidence between the parties involved.
16 have come together to support keeping the Sonics in 16 Q Even the fact that the meeting occurred was
17 Seattle. 17 supposed to be held in confidence by you?
18 Q Are they working as -- let me strike that. 18 MR. NARVER: Object to the form.
19 Is Mr. Robinson working as a consultant for 19 A It was more the substance that we were
20  the city in this lawsuit? 20 concerned about in terms of, as I recall the
21 A No. 21 conversation, about the information that we were
22 Q Is he working as an advisor to the city in the 22 exchanging between the parties and the fact that we had
23 lawsuit? 23  the meeting.
24 A Not that I know of. 24 Q I can appreciate the substance. But when you

N
ol

Q  You went to a meeting back to the NBA in

N
ol

signed -- you read this before you signed it, right?

3 (Pages 6 to 9)

STARKOVICH REPORTING SERVICES
200.323.0919

89f8b466-7ba34e78-8dc5-45519¢6be949



The City of Seattle vs.

The Professional Basketball Club

Tim Ceis

April 28, 2008

Vit Ui vusisauvvaruiwesayy .

AWV LI A RIMEME AVX M KAV LWA VL) AXE L WTY X aan.

[\
ol

York, not who I visited or what the purpose of my visit

Q And you couldn't even disclose to somebody the Q Why did you tell that to Mr. Robinson?

9 fact that the meeting had occurred? 9 A The fact I was in New York?

10 MR. NARVER: Object to the form. 10 Q With Slade in October.

11 A Again, to me the conversation that we had 11 A You know, I don't recall the circumstances why

12 leading up to this was more about the substance, but I |12 I told him that, but there is no issue of me telling him

13 acknowledge what the confidentiality agreement says. |13 why I was there or the substance of the meeting.

14 Q Okay. You later then told Mr. Robinson about | 14 Q Well, you told him about the meeting, did you

15 this meeting, didn't you? 15 not?

16 A AsTIsaid, I don't recall that. 16 A Tdon't recall.

17 Q You were regularly communicating with 17 Q In one of these dozen or so phone

18 Mr. Robinson about this matter, weren't you? 18 conversations?

19 A He would call me once in a while and send 19 A Tdon't recall that.

20 emails, yes. 20 Q Do you deny it?

21 Q Did you respond to him by email? 21 A Tdon't recall.

22 A At times, yes, I recall I did. 22 Q You don't know one way or the other whether

23 Q About how many telephone conversations would| 23 you told him?

24 you say you had? 24 A Tdon't recall.

25 A That's hard to recall exactly. 25 (Q  Why don't you tell me what you do recall about

Page 11 Page 13

1 Q Give me a ballpark. 1 your conversations with Mr. Robinson, please.
2 A T'would say more than a dozen maybe. 2 A Mr. Robinson would call me frequently to talk
3 Q  When did those calls start? 3 about how they could support our efforts to enforce the
4 A That would be difficult. I would say sometime 4 lease. He would also call periodically to encourage us
5 1in the late fall/carly winter of '07. 5 to continue to enforce the lease and not to give up the
6 Q Who initiated it, him or you? 6 fight. That was mostly the extent of the conversations.
7 A TIbelieve he did. 7 He would also always push for some inside information so
8 (Exhibit 401 marked for 8 he could know what was going on, so that in his comments
9 identification.) 9 to the media or in his work with political leaders that

10 Q Why don't you take a look at the second page 10 he wasn't speaking incorrectly.

11 of Exhibit 401, please. 11 Q Why don't you turn to the third page of the

12 A Sure. 12 exhibit.

13 Q Why don't you read that email you sent to 13 A (WITNESS COMPLIES.)

14 Mr. Robinson on December 21st, please. 14 Q See the email there that starts in the middle?

15 A (WITNESS COMPLIES). 15 A Uh-huh.

16 Q Why did you tell Mr. Robinson that Mr. Brunner | 16 Q Allright. Second paragraph into it says, "We

17 has some evidence that you and Mr. Gordon were in New| 17 discussed the Key Arena agreement with Joel Litvin of

18 York in October? 18 the NBA in New York," et cetera. Do you see that?

19 A Because he did. 19 A Uh-huh.

20 Q Why did you tell him that, given that you had 20 Q Which discussion with Joel Litvin were you

21 signed a document saying you wouldn't disclose the fact |21 referring to?

22 of that meeting to anybody? 22 MR. NARVER: Object to the form. This is

23 MR. NARVER: Object the form. 23 an email from Brian Robinson.

24 A Tbelieve alls I say here is that I was in New 24 MR. TAYLOR: I am not sure itis. I

think it's one of those emails where people kind of

4 (Pages 10 to 13)
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